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THE INFLUENCE OF rOMaN, 
CaNONICaL, COdIFICaTION aNd 
SHarIa LaW ON MarrIaGE aNd 
dIVOrCE rEGULaTIONS IN BOSNIa 
aNd HErZEGOVINa
Summary: Based on the analysis of relevant legal historical sources, authors deter-

mines and compares the influence of the norms of Roman law, the con-
fessional norms of canon law, the norms of the European codifications of 
civil law that will finally unify the institution of marriage (while limiting 
themselves to the norms of the French Civil Code and the Austrian Civil 
Code), and the norms of Sharia law and how they all shaped and influenced 
the positive legal regulation of marriage and divorce in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. The topicality of the discussed topic is particularly highlighted in 
the understanding of the concept of marriage in confessional norms and the 
concept of marriage under civil law, especially if one takes into account the 
„duality of the form“ of entering into and dissolving a marriage, depending 
on whether it is a civil marriage or a religious marriage.
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