




























Non-Contractual Liability of Shipowners and Ship Operators for Damage 
Caused to Swimmers and Other Persons at Sea within Bathing Areas 

 

Summary 

 

The author analyses the legal provisions of the Maritime Code governing the institute of strict 

(objective) liability for damage, as well as the institutes of limitation and exclusion of 

liability, in relation to shipowners, ship operators, and persons navigating the vessel at the 

time of the incident, for bodily injuries or death of swimmers and other persons at sea when 

the damage occurs within an area designated as a bathing zone or an area where navigation is 

prohibited. The author concludes that the existing legal provisions adequately regulate the 

issue of liability for damage arising from the extraordinary relationship between a vessel and 

persons outside the vessel. Nevertheless, the main criticism is directed at the absence of 

comprehensive and systematic legal regulations governing the use, management, and safety 

supervision of bathing areas, the adoption of which would significantly contribute to 

enhancing the safety of swimmers and other persons at sea. 

 

Keywords: non-contractual liability, shipowner, vessel, swimmers, bathing area. 

 


